Coronary Fistula and Myocardial Ischemia: What is the Relationship?
Coronary artery fistula is a rare anomaly; large fistulae may result in myocardial ischemia from coronary steal. We present the case of a 73-year-old male who presented with exertional angina; imaging demonstrated severe coronary artery disease and a large coronary artery fistula. Ligation of the fistula resulted in severe right ventricular failure and cardiogenic shock. After reestablishing flow to the fistula, the patient recovered. We speculate that the ischemia-induced angiogenesis from the congenitally present fistula made what may have otherwise been an innocent fistula into an important nutritive supply, which remained important despite distal revascularization. To our knowledge, this is the first report describing the critical nutritive value of a coronary fistula.